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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OR  THE 
WARDLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Mortality  of  your  district  during  1950. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  . 


I)  Area  in  Acres  3,192 

II)  Population  1951  Census  4,793 

Re  gi  s  t  ra  r*-*  Gen  e  ra  1 !  s  E  s  t  Ima  t  e 

of  resident’ population  1949  4,439 

III)  .  Number  of  Inhabited  houses  at 

the  end  of  1950,  according  to 

the  rate  book  1,450 

IV)  Rateable  Value  £31,290 


V-)-  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £130,4.6. 

VI)  Industries  -  The  chief  industries 
carried  out  In  the  area  are:- 
Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufacturing, 

Silk  Weaving,  Wallpaper  Printing, 

Dairy  Farming  and  Light  Engineering, 


VII)  Unemployment  -  There  has  been  no 
unemployment  during  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

STILL  BIRTHS s 
Legitimate 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 
under  1  year  of  age 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Male  Female 

71  39  32 

5  2  3 

11- 

11- 

1-1 


1 


Birth  Rato  por  1,000  of  the  estimated  rosidont  ...population 

17.1 


Still  Births 


Rato  por  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

Total 


13.0 

Male  Female 


Deaths 


56 


28 


28 


Death  Rato  por  1,000  of  tho.es tima ted  rosidont  population 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes? 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  causes 


Crude 
Ad  jus  tod 


Deaths 


Total 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


12.6 

9.8 


Death  Rato  por 

1 ,000*7 Live  & 

Still  Births , 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one'  year  of  age? 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  -per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 


26 


14 


200 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Death  from  Measles  .(all  ages) 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Death  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


8 


2 


Previous  year  1.8  +0.9  -  0.23  Nil  Nil  Nil 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  'HEALTH  SERVICES, 


Smallpox, 

No  cases  occurred  during  1950* 

Scarlet  Fever. 

•i 

Six  cases  reported,  and  all  were  removed  to 
hospital. 

Diphtheria , 

Again  there  were  no  cases  , 

Enteric  Fever. 

• — —  -  f — ~ — i,-,  in ■  —  .  n,i  i  Hi  .i-  i— rain, 

t  < 

One  case. 

Whooping  Cough. 

35  cases  were  notified. 


Pleas les  , 


42  cases  were  notified. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia, 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 


Erys ipelas . 

One  case  notified. 


T uberculos is , 

7  new  cases  were  notified,  a  direct  result  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit’s  work. 


Sonne  Dysentery, 

23  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  in  Birch  Hill 
Hospital , 

Anthrax. 

One  case  of  Anthrax  occurred  In  Birch  Hill  Hospital. 


G-ene  rally . 

It  Is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  case  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  Poliomyelitis,  or  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  has 
occurred.  There  were  no  epidemics  during  the  year  which 
need  particular  mention. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  IN  19-SO,  apart  from 
Tuberculosis  were  110  as  compared  with  47  in  1949  and  a 
comparative  table  below s~ 

1949.  1950 . 


Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 
*  Scarlet  Fever 
Diphthe  ria 
Me as les 

Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
P  ue  rpura 1  P  yre  xia 
Erysipelas 
Infective  Hepatitis 
Sonne  Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 
Anthrax 


5 


1 

6 


32 

8 

1 

1 


47 


42 

35 


1 

23 

1 

Jl 

110 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  1950 s~ 


Malos 


Tuborculosis  (Respiratory)  1 

Syphilitic  Deseasos 
Cancer  4 

Diabetes  - 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  2 

Heart  Diseases  _  10 

Diseases  of  circulatory  system  - 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  5 

Ulcers  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  or 

Diarrhoea  1 

AH  other  causes  2 


Total  deaths 


Females 


4 

5 

12 

1 

3 


3 

28 


I  am  chiefly  Indebted  for  tho  information  regarding 
unnotifiable  diseases,  to  tho  returns  of  sickness  in 
schools  supplied  to  me  by  tho  Schools  Attendance  Officer. 

1  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
efficient  assistance  given  to  me  by  Mr.  G.  Haigh,  Mr.  J.L. 
Sea go  and  Mr.  W#  Oldham. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

DONALD  G.  MAG GILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1951. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1950, 

TO  THE  ^CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  WARDLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen , 

My  annual  report  for  1950  is  as  follows 

GENERAL  SURVEY. 

Sewerage  and  -Sewage  Disposal, 

Improvement  in  the  quantity  of  the  effluent  resulted 
after  one  of  the  filter  "beds  had  been  reconditioned  by 
replacing  the  top  3  feet  of  clinker.  Repairs  were  carried 
out  to  one  storm  tank  and  the  detritus  tank  showed  no 
further  deterioration.  The  attendant  at  the  works 
contracted  Dells  Disease  during  the  year  and  I  am  glad  to 
say  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 

The  piped  sewers  throughout  the  district  are  In 
reasonable  condition  and  the  syphon  in  Dye house  Lane  has 
not  caused  trouble  during  the  year. 

The  construction  of  the  elector  now  In  operation  In 
Dye ho use  Lane  enables  throe  low  lying  factories  to  bo  * 
connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

The  farmers  continue  to  take  the  sewage  sludge. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  and  after 
patients  were  removed  to  hospital  the  houses  were 
disinfected. 

House  Refuse. 

House  refuse  was  removed  39  times  during  the  year. 

This  is  collected  In  a  covered  vehicle  and  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping.  The  first  lift  in  Ashbrook  is  full 
and  Groongate  tip  was  finally  worked  out  and  covered. 

Slaughterhouses . 

The  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  are  used  only 
occasionally  for  the  slaughter  of  self-supply  pigs. 
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Overcrowding*  .  ..  -  .  • 

Two  eases  occurred  during  the  year  but  after  approp¬ 
riate  action  both  we  re  abated. 

Bakehouses  . 


There  are  now  only  two  bakehouses  in  tho  area  and 
are  maintained  in  good  order.  One  baker  wont  out  of 
business  and  tho  shop  and  bakehouse  dismantled. 

Moat  Shops , 

These  shops  are.  of  a  fair  standard  and  during  tho 
year  one  was  greatly  improved, 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  „ 

'Water  Supply. 

Tho  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Rochdale 
Corporation  in  sufficient  quantity  and  of  good  quality. 

No  complaints  wore  received  during  tho  year.  Outlying 
cottages  and  farms  are  supplied,  by  wells  and  springs,  and 
no  complaints  have  boon  received,  either  about  quality  or 
quantity  throughout  tho  year.  One  well  found  to  bo 
polluted  was  corrected. 

Drainage  and  Sov/orago. 

All  tho  sewage  from  the  district  is  treated  at  tho 
Council1  s  works  at  Now  Mill,  tho  method  of  treatment  being 
by  precipitation  tanks,  continuous  filters  and  humus  tanks. 
No  extensions  to  the  system  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Rive rs  and  Streams  . 

I  11.  l||l|<n  III  I. 

Tho  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  deals  with  the  pollution 
of  tho  rivers  and  streams  in  this  district.  As hb rook  is 

far  from  satisfactory  and  is  often  seriously  polluted  on 
its  way  through  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  Council  continue  to  pay  a  £4-  contribution  towards 
tho  cost  of  converting  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  flush 
typo  . 
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Smoke  Abatement. 


14  smoke  observations  were  taken  and  in  each  case 
proved  to  be  in  order. 

Schools . 

The  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  in  the 
district  is  good. 

Offensive  Trades. 

ho  nuisance  has  occurred  from  the  only  fellmonger 
in  the  district. , 
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TABLE  III. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


1950  1949  1950 


P  riv 

y  Middens.  ......... 

t>OCCLCC0C0O 

*  # 

.  28 

28 

55 

No . 

of 

closets  attached 

to  Middens 

•  ♦ 

•  2  6 

26 

55 

No  . 

of 

Pail  Closets . . . . 

4/QC0OCC>O0Ce 

O  0 

.  79 

82 

156 

No  . 

of 

Fresh  Water  Cl os 

ecs«. .»■««'. 

O  • 

941 

$ 

901 

394 

No# 

of 

Wa s  t e  Water  C 1 os 

eCS.c.ece.o 

•  e 

4 

■8 

50 

N  o  • 

of 

dry  Ashpits . . . . . 

OUC  VC  C0G  Q  C  0 

0  9 

4 

4 

9 

o' 

* 

of 

Ashbins ......... 

•  0  9  €  t  c  u  e  #  C  O 

1 

,076  1 

,011 

473 

'No. 

of 

houses  on  Wa ter 

Carriage  .  .  . 

945 

901 

444 

s  ys  tern 

Du  i 

■>ing  the  year  three 

pails  were 

abandoned 

and 

was  te 

water  closets  converted  to  fresh  water  flush  closets  in- 
four  cases  . 

TABLE  IV  . 

INSPECTIONS  1949. 

Ins  pe  ctions  Defects  Remedie  d 


Ho  us  mg  ••••*«  .«*.•.«*»»*  129 


Factories  *  *  . . * .  22 

Dairies . 7 

*  * 

Slaughterhouses  ..........  8 

Bakehouses . 17 

Nuisances  . .  490 

673 


30 

4 

0 

0 

0 

210 

244 


24 

2 

0 

0 

0 

195 

221 


I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  for  the  help 
of  Mr#  C#  Haigh,  Mr#  J.L.  Seago,  Clerks  of  the  Council,  and 
the  staff,  for  the  ready  and  willing  help  on  all  occasions. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I#  OLDHAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TABLE  V . 


LIST  OP  ACTS  AND  SECTIONS 
THEREOF  ADOPTED  BY  THE  WARDLE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


1.  PUbli o  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
(Part  III)  Adopted  15th  May,  1891. 


2.  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889. 
Adopted  6th  April,  1899 0 


3.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
Parts  II  and  III  (excepting  S48)  IV  and  V, 
Operative  from  5th  October,  1911. 

4.  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892* 

Operative  from  5th  October,  1911. 


5.  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 
Operative  from  13th  October,  1914. 


6.  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Parts  II,  III  and 
IV)  Operative  from  31st  January,  1927. 

7.  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  1899-1923 
Adopted  2nd  August,  1934. 


Observations  as  to  their  administrations- 


Good  „ 
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